
August 2009
Vol. 15 Iss. 8

Come Join the Fun
rivercitycorvetteclub.com

Cruzin’Cruzin’
River City Corvette Club NewsletterRiver City Corvette Club Newsletter

Strawberry Festival, Dayton, TN
RCCC Members at the

Mountain View Chevrolet All Chevy Show
July 18, 2009



Table of Contents

Club Officers

President
Buddy Johnson 
myovette@bellsouth.net

Vice President
Ron Kellogg 
ronkellogg@hotmail.com 

Secretary
Nancy Price   
jepnat_1@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer
Larry Johnston 
ljohnston7978@charter.net 

Board Members   

Mike Nabors               
Eddie Price                    
Ron Hasting
David Mahoney

Cruzin’

Cruzin’ August 2009

Club Officers ------------------------------- 2
From the Prez’ ----------------------------- 3
Monthly Meeting Minutes ---------------- 4
July Car Show Results -------------------- 5
RCCC Celebrity ---------------------------- 7
H.O. vs C.E.O. ----------------------------- 8
Another Place to Clean the C6 ----------- 9
Just a Sunday Cruise -------------------- 10
Corvette Trivia --------------------------- 11

RCCC Larry Hale Memorial Car Show12
About the Cover Page ------------------- 13
Birthdays ---------------------------------- 13
New Members ---------------------------- 13

Sponsor:

Mountain View Chevrolet
http://www.yourchattanoogachevy.com



��

From the Prez’

Hey everyone,

Several things have happened over the last 
month, the Bristol Car Show the club 
attended and a dinner cruise that proved to 
be exciting to say the least.

August is going to be a very busy month 
preparing for our upcoming show on 
September 12 at the DQ. Please be doing 
all you can to acquire door prizes for the 
show. We will need everyone’s 
cooperation the day of the show to make it 
a success.

September will be the month that we start 
the process all over again to fill the 
officers positions in the club. We need 
you to consider one of these positions to 
move your club in the right direction in 
2010. Please step forth and lead your 
club. Offices up for consideration and 
need to be filled are President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, Secretary, and 2 
board members.The newsletter editor 
will also need to be filled.

Your help is needed.
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Summer Event Calendar

“Vettes” Tuesdays at Dairy Queen at 6 PM 
Hwy 153 Year-Round

Cruise in @ Armandos, Red Bank every 
Friday night.

RCCC Board Meeting is the 2rd Tuesday of 
the Month at “DQ “

RCCC Monthly Meeting at O’Charleys, on 
Hixson Pike, the 3rd Thursday eat at  6PM 
with the meeting at 7 PM

Monthly Summer Cruise-ins

1st Saturday at East Ridge Cruise-in behind 
Kinders Furniture 6  PM

1st Saturday at Marion County Cruisers at 
Courthouse Jasper TN thru Oct.

2nd Saturday at Dalton thru Nov.

2nd Saturday at Dunlap 5PM till ? 

3rd Saturday thru September at Soddy 
Advance Hwy 27,This Year-Food, 
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, and Drinks!

3rd Saturday at Athens TN Court House thru 
Oct.

4th Saturday at Cleveland around Court 
House thru Oct. info: 423-614-5638



The July meeting was called to 
order by club president, Buddy 
Johnson.

The June club meeting minutes 
were read by Secretary Nancy Price 
and approved noting one correction 
of the date for the club car show is 
Sept. 12, 2009.

The treasurer's report was given by 
Larry Johnston and approved.  

Jerry Ray reported 85 Corvettes 
and 119 members at this time.  July 
birthdays were recognized. Since 
the last meeting there have been 5 
new members.

Old Business:

Buddy commented that the Club 
Picnic was a success and everyone 
had a good time and thanked the 
club for the good participation.
Six cars traveled to the Vettes in 
the Smokies car show at Bristol, 
TN and 4 cars brought back 
awards.  Ron Hastings also 
received an award at the Soddy 
Daisy 

Car Show on July 4th. 

Sat. 07/18/09 members will meet at 
Mountain View Chevrolet, downtown 
for their Grand Opening, they are our 
club sponsor and participation is 
encouraged. The Soddy Daisy High 
School Band will be on hand selling 
food to raise funds for their trip to the 
Tournament of Roses Parade.

Gene Talley and Wayne Ostrom are 
improving since their hospitalization.

The Club Car show is Sept. 12th plan 
to come and help make this a 
successful event.  Be sure to bring a 
non-perishable item for the food bank 
and receive one extra ticket for the 
door prizes.  (See car show flyer at 
the end of the newsletter for more 
information)

New Business:

Start gathering door prizes for the car 
show in September.  The Christmas 
party is $25.00 per person with the 
club covering the additional expenses. 
There will be a Chinese Auction at the 
party.  Each one coming should bring 
a gift of $15.00.  The club agreed to 
have this auction.

A reminder of the Friday cruise in at 
Armando's and be sure to clean up any 
trash before you leave the cruise in 
area. The meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by,
��	�������
������������

July Monthly Meeting Summary
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July Car Shows
River City Corvette Club did very well in the 
car shows in July.  Ron Hasting took a trophy at 
the Soddy Daisy 4th of July car show with his 
Daytona Sunset Orange Coupe.  Ron did not 
provide a picture for the newsletter, but 
congratulations Ron for a job well done.

Six members traveled to the Vettes of the 
Smokies car show in Bristol, TN to attend their 
first ever car show.  We had a great time.  The 
show ran smoothly and we got to reunite with 
some good friends and made new friends.  The 
BBQ was great and the hospitality first class.  
Thanks folks for setting up the tent for us, it 
was greatly appreciated on that hot day.

The club did very well in the car show with 
Gary Fields taking first place in the late model 
C5 class, Jackie and & Jerry McDaniels taking 
3rd place in the C6 class, Buddy and Sherry 
Johnson taking 1st place in the C6 class and Ron 
and Carol Kellogg taking 1st place in the Z06 
class.  Jerry McDaniels also received an award 
for the newest Corvette at the show.  Good job 
guys and gals.
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Newest Vette

1st Place
Late model C5

3rd Place C6 1st Place C6 1st Place Z06
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July Car Shows
RCCC sponsor Mountain View Chevroletheld 
their first all Chevy car show July 18, 2009.  
RCCC was well represented with 24 Corvettes 
at the show.  US101 radio station broadcast live 
from the show.  Hot dogs, hamburgers etc were 
available by the Soddy Daisy Band Boosters to 
raise money for the band to attend the Rose 
Bowl in Pasadena, CA.

Trophies were awarded to the top 25 cars in the 
show.  All non-RCCC entries placed in the top 
25.

Club members placing in the top 25 were:
Norma Harless, Ron Hastings, David Mahoney, 
Larry Harless, Jerry & Jackie McDaniel, Don 
Mansell and Gary & Renee Fields.

Chelsea Michaels 50/50 Winner

RCCC Members Kickin’ Back



Randy & Linda Slomian’s 
Corvettes:

’69 Corvettewas purchased in early 1999 in 
Florida.  It was a real basket case but had 
lots of potential.  The car was born in 
October of 1969.  Should it not be a 1970?  
Yes, except that year there was a strike at 
the factory and they made 1969 cars all the 
way through December.  This makes 1969 
models some of the most plentiful around 
and 1970’s harder to find.  This unique 
combination of production overrun along 
with special availability of the new LT-1 
engine motor parts gave the original owner 
the opportunity to make this Corvette 
somewhat special.

The LT-1 engine option would not be put 
into a Corvette by the factory until January 
of 1970, but the engine parts were available 
through the dealer in late 1969.  The car was 
ordered as a base 350/300 car but was 
upgraded to the LT-1 engine by swapping 
the Rochester Carb with a Holley, an 
aluminum vs steel  intake manifold, 
standard heads for the ‘Fuelie’ or HiPo 
heads and the all important new cam shaft 
and solid valve lifters.  These changes 
added 70 horsepower to the car.  The owner 
wasn’t finished yet.  He had the stock side 
exhaust replaced with the performance 
Hooker headers.  A big block model had 
nothing over this car in the performance 
department.  The only factory options on 
this car were the radio (a waste of weight 
and money) side exhaust, power steering 
and the M-22 transmission.   All this makes 
this Corvette a rare item, with less than 40 
known to have been upgraded by dealers .
The car has been completely restored.  The 
body was done first and the Monza Red 
paint still looks like it was just sprayed 
today….9 years later.  The interior is also
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red and was restored at the same time. 
Many of the interior pieces are original.  
The seats were changed many years ago and 
it is very hard to find 1969 originals so the 
1976 seats were recovered to look like stock 
1969 seats.  The prominent Corvette interior 
company that made the custom covers said 
they had not done this application before, so 
that makes another unique item to this car.

The car performs great.  While the top end 
isn’t as high as you would expect, it gets to 
the top really fast.  With the headers and 
side pipes it sounds as good as it goes.  
Handling is also great as it has had some 
suspension modifications along the way 
along with an engine transplant.  The ZZ4 
motor that was installed in 2003 delivers 
over 400 hp and torque at the rear wheels.  
All the restoration modifications have also 
reduced the car’s weight by over 400 
pounds, further enhancing its performance.  
The original, numbers matching motor now 
sits on an engine stand, so the car is 
technically still a numbers matching car.

While this car has many rare and valuable 
components to it, it has lived a really busy 
life.  The car has 243,000 miles on it and the 
body has never been off the frame.  It is a 
certified member of the mid-America high 
mileage club.  While the car is not driven 
nearly as much now due to its increasing 
value you will see it occasionally at a local 
autocross.  After all, it is a Corvette!
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1999 Corvette.  This car was born in 
October, 1997, 28 years after the 1969’s 
birthday.  It joined the family in January 
of 2006 after being discovered at Adcox 
Chevrolet.  It only had 6350 miles on it!

This car is, for the most part, a base 
Corvette.  The biggest option was the 
purchase of the 2 tops.  It is Torch Red 
with a Firethorn Red interior.  It is this 
combination that sets this car apart from 
almost every other Torch Red Corvette.   
Firethorn Red as primarily intended as an 
interior choice on White, Red, Black and 
Silver cars.  There were a total of 1400 + 
Firethorn Red interior cars made in 1998, 
but less than 150 were paired with Torch 
Red paint.

Except for the rims, exhaust tips and 
battery, this car is totally stock.  It now 
has 34,000 miles on it, some of those 
miles coming from various autocross 
events and the occasional trip to Road 
Atlanta and Barber Motorsports Park..

Like all C5’s, this car drives wonderfully 
and just loves all the great mountain 
roads in the Sequatchie Valley.
Do I have a favorite?  Can you love one 
child more than another?  The 1969 
involved a large effort to restore and the 
effort has resulted in numerous trophies 
in many states.  It was lots of fun to drive 
but it does not have the refinement of the 
1998.  Unless there is a tragedy of some 
type I have the luxury of not having to 
pick one over the other, I plan on keeping 
both for a very long time. 

HO vs CEO

Today I was stopped at a light and a 
Mercedes pulled along side of me.  For 
some reason I got to looking at the hood 
ornament (HO).  It was the stand up kind.  I 
got to thinking you don’t see many of those 
anymore.  Most have been replaced with an 
emblem.

Our C6s don’t have emblems but they have 
something else…. Chrome Engine 
Ornaments (CEO)!!  When we got our C6s 
one of the first thing to be done was
Chrominizing (pretty sure this will not be 
found in the dictionary).  This processing 
starts with Chrominizingas much as your 
spouse or savings account will allow, in our 
case almost everything under the hood.  
Depending on your creativity level you can 
even Chrominize your tires.  Ok I made that 
up, but there is a lot of surface that can be 
covered.  It gets a lot of attention at car 
shows, especially if the strobes are on also.  
One thing you have to be very careful about 
with CEO ,,, classie & tackie can be a fine 
line.  So, if you like “bling” and don’t care 
if you have anything to live on when you 
get extra old, go for the CLASSIE!!

clft
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Another place on your C6 to clean…   by Ron Kellogg

You may or may not have noticed a 
place on your C6 that is prone to 
catch small gravel.  I have noticed it 
on mine and feel that I take pretty 
good care of my vettes and I’m 
particular of where I drive them.  

Look at the seam between the rear 
fender and rocker panel and you 
may see some small pieces of 
gravel.  The gravel can be removed 
by removing the torx screw that 
secures the fender to the black inner 
fender.  Pull the fender out gently 
and with a small flat blade 
screwdriver wrapped in a cloth (to 
prevent scratching the paint) you can 
clean the seam gap.

There is a cure to keep this from 
happening again!  You can take your 
fingers a feel a fairly large gap 
between the fender and the inner 
fender above the seam.  Closed cell 
foam can be used to fill this gap 
without being seen.  Be sure to use 
closed cell and not open cell because 
you don’t want it to absorb water.  
Tear off several strips and stuff into 
this gap.  The foam that I used was 
adhesive backed but it isn’t 
necessary.  Don’t overdo it just 
enough to fill the gap.  Foam is 
available at Lowes, Ace Hardware, 
etc.

The top picture has the foam 
installed so it is completely out of 
sight.
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Cumberland State Park Lunch Cruise …Sunday July 26th … a day that 
will live in infamy.

It was a nice balmy Sunday afternoon as 16 
Corvettes hit the road heading for Cumberland 
State Park on a relaxing drive and lunch.  The 
drive through the middle TN farmland was 
spectacular.  The drive back was even more 
exciting.  If you missed this trip you missed a 
moment in future RCCC lore.  ‘nuff said …

Entering the Sequachie Valley

Members 
enjoying the 
lake view and 
relaxing 
before a 
leisurely trip 
home on a sun 
drenched 
summer 
Sunday 
afternoon.

A gaggle of Vettes



Corvette Trivia C4   1984-1996

Cruzin’ August 2009

A total of 43 - 1983 model Corvettes were 
built, but there were so many quality problems 
with them it was decided to halt production 
until they could be corrected.  By the time the 
problems were corrected, it was so late into the 
model year that the car was brought out as a 
1984 model which was run for a year and a 
half.  The 1983,s were never sold to the public 
and the only one that is known to still exist is in 
the National Corvette Museum in Bowling 
Green, KY

The 1984 Corvette was the first American 
production car to have a 64% windshield angle.

A single transverse plastic front and rear spring 
first made it's appearance on the 1984 Corvette.

Twenty 1986 Corvettes were sent to Lotus in 
England to be converted into LT5 powered 
prototypes for the ZR1 project.

In 1986, Corvette offered the "Malcolm Konner 
Commemorative Edition" with two 
transmissions.  A manual 4-speed and an 
automatic.  Only 20 4-speed manual 
transmissions were installed at the factory.

In 1987 you could buy a Corvette without an 
engine installed by the factory.

A total of 30,632 Corvettes were produced in 
1987.  184 of these Corvettes were Callaways, 
and 121 of the Callaway's were coupes.

1982 and 1987 Corvettes had something in 
common, 16 exterior colors were available.

The last year a CB radio was offered as a 
Corvette option was 1985.

In 1988 a thirty-fifth anniversary edition 
Corvette package was available for coupes 
only.  It featured a two tone exterior of white 
with black roof bow, white leather seats, 

steering wheel, special interior and exterior 
accents, a console-mounted anniversary plaque, 
special emblems and other special features. 
Sales totals 2,050 cars.

In 1988, Corvette started using a unidirectional 
17" wheel as an option with RP0 Z51 and Z52. 
New six slot 16x8.5 were standard with 
P255/50ZR16 Tires.

In 1989, the ZR1 was produced to 
approximately 80 cars, however, none were 
sold to the public. The last of these ZR1s were 
shipped out of the factory on Dec. 22, 1988.

1991 was the 10th anniversary of Corvette 
production at the Bowling Green, KY plant

The LT4 exhaust system has a distinguishing 
feature from the LT1 system.  It has a balance 
tube incorporated into it!

1996 Grand Sports: There is a small area 
behind the hatch roof and in front of the panel 
that attaches to the rear window that is taped, 
not painted. It is 1" long and the tape is about 
18" wide. This change was early in production. 
The purpose is to eliminate a problem area in 
the paint booth during manufacturing.  1996 
Grand Sports: The Grand Sport's stripe is not 
the same width all the way back.  It gets wider 
as it goes up the hood, and the top is narrower, 
and then it gets somewhat wider in the back 
end.
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River City Corvette Club

Larry Hale Memorial

Benefit Car Show

September 12, 2009

Cars, Trucks, Motorcycles, Hotrods, Imports, Corvettes

50/50 DRAWING   

2 - $50.00 Door Prizes

(Each Entry gets one ticket –one extra ticket will be given for  
non-perishable donations to the food bank)

Dash Plaques for first 50 

Top 25 Plaques

$20.00 per car registration

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

LOCATION:  DAIRY QUEEN - 5433 HWY 153
Across from Lowes

(See map on next page for directions)

RAIN DATE SEPTEMBER 19

Sponsors

Dairy Queen Hwy 153

Mountain View Chevrolet         Chattanooga Bakery



Birthdays

Mountain View Chevrolet, a sponsor 
of the River City Corvette Club, 
requested our club host their first 
annual all Chevrolet Car Show at their 
new location in downtown 
Chattanooga.  The show was a huge 
success thanks largely to the support 
of RCCC club members in helping run 
the show.  Pictured are RCCC 
members who attended and helped 
with the event.  A big thanks to all of 
you!!
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About the Cover Page

Welcome New Members

Reagan Lane 8/1

Ernie Pierce 8/3

David Bonner 8/4

Linda Slomian 8/9

Charles Adams 8/11

Betty Smith 8/11

Larry Johnston 8/16

Larry Rose 8/22

Brian Pierce 8/25

Altum, Lane ’02 Z06

Reagan Lane ’00 Yellow Convertible              

Ron & Eva Lane  07 red Z06, ’05 
Yellow Convertible

Brent Vancooten  ’01 Black Z06

David & Shirley Giles  ’02 Yellow 
Coupe

Clint & Chelsea Michaels  ’07 Black 
Coupe  

Take Exit 4 from I 75 South
153 North/Chickamauga Dam/Airport Exit

= Traffic Light

Directions to the Car Show

Lowes

Dairy
Queen

5433 Highway 153

McDonalds

Holiday Inn
Express

153 North

H
ix

so
n 

P
ik

e

Northgate
Mall

North
Point Blvd

Turn Left
at the Light



River City Corvette Club 
Application for Membership 

(Dues are $25 annually, payable upon joining) 

Name: ___________________________  Birthday, (Month/Day) ___________  

Spouse Name: ____________________  Birthday, (Month/Day) ___________  

Address: _______________________________________________________  

City:____________________________   State: ____  Zip Code:___________  

Year of Corvette:_______ Make: ______________ Color: ________________  
 Coupe/Convertible 

Year of Corvette:_______ Make: ______________ Color: ________________  
 Coupe/Convertible 

*If you have more than two Corvettes use the back of form to describe the others. 

Email address: __________________________________________________  

Phone: ____________________  Cell Phone: ____________________  

**Car description/modifications/history:________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

**Hobbies, interests, favorite music, sports team, etc. ____________________  

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

** Not required, for information purposes only as an introduction to the club via 
the club newsletter. 

By signing below, I agree to abide by the River City Corvette Club, Inc. by-laws.  I 
also agree to help promote the Corvette spirit, support club activities and present 
myself in a manner that will benefit my club’s goal of being the best Corvette club 
possible. 

Signature: __________________________________   Date:______________  

Make checks payable to: River City Corvette Club and mail to: 

RCCC 
P.O. Box 1061 
Hixson, TN  37343 


